Bone marrow transplantation performed as first-time treatment in two cases of secondary acute myeloid leukemia.
Two young patients with secondary acute myeloid leukemia were treated with allogeneic bone marrow transplantation as first-line treatment for their disease. High dose cytosine arabinoside was added to the conventional preparative regiment of cyclophosphamide and total body irradiation. No major problems were encountered to the immediate post-transplantation period. Complete remission of the acute myeloid leukemia was noted in both patients, with no evidence of recurrent disease at 15+ and 13 months. One patient developed severe pancytopenia 10 months after grafting with the presence of antibodies against platelets and granulocytes from the bone marrow donor. She died 3 months later from a generalised Aspergillus septicemia, probably precipitated by therapy with high doses of methylprednisolone. The other patient is alive in excellent clinical condition and in hematologic remission. Bone marrow transplantation must be taken into consideration as first-line therapy in any young patient who is suffering from a refractory type of leukemia and who has a suitable donor.